METROPOETTV.Y COMNLITY CHURCH OF-SAN_FRANCISCO
" YEAR nmnmmﬂa_{mmﬁ} $100, 000 FUND-RATSING CAMFATGH
w176 Guerrers St + uan Francisco, Callfornia 94110

Baptember 9, 1973
701 All Keabers and Frisnda of Ketrepolitan Community Churah
Dear Bieters snd Brothera:

Un Friday sorning July 27, 1973, at approximately 2:00 a.n,, an arsonist or arssalsts
sat fire to ou chureh tullding at 1074 Guerrsro Street here Iln San Franeisco, Flre
and ancke damage to the structure, both interlor and exterior, was oxtensive, The
bullding, although owned by another denonination, had been cccuplied by ue on a monthly
rental basls and most of the many recent lmprovemsnts to the bullding had besn made
by cur congregation, We have recently learned that the property was greatly wrdor-
insured, and its cwners have indieatsd thet Lhey prefer not to rebulld or reatore the
bullding to Lts pre-fire condition. Since ths fire our congregaticn has been meeting
en & temporary basis, a few blooks away in the sapctuary of the Miasion United
Froabyterian Church, Our Frosbyterian friends have been most genersus and are gen-

mnaly desszring af all mre thanln And mrayere, Thelr Chelgtisn attitude in sharing
with us st this tise truly desonstyrates bhisl-Shwlob 14 wes slihin na all,

Cur shurch herd in  San Francisco has had to relocsbe many times since lts beginnir,

in January 1070, Frea that first reating of a domen or so individuals gathered in

4 small apartaent 1lving “ooa, the chureh's blatory here has been one of continual

growth . . , , . . and relocation. Pirst to an upstalrs room of & local bar; next

to a smnll meeting and then the lnrgest -aoting room of California Hall; next to

shared—quarters with the good peonts at St. Aldan's Episoopal Church { a small

church 1% our Diamond Heights area); and finally to our pressnt five-strleken sanatuary

shere wo minioter to a congregabion of from four bundred to seven. hundred menbera

and frignds of the community, During this period we have actively engaged in a program

of ministering to the spiritual and Hiyoieal needs of sur brothers asd sisters,

The major portion of ocur revemuss and ressurce:s have bes devoied and axpanded for

thia purpese. Church gfficos veare opened In a ssall store—front locatios in mid-1970

#d subssquently & Church Center was opened in the "skld=-row" area on Sixth Strest

in Novesber of that year., Until we ware Finally "burned-out” by our second arsonist-

net fire at the Center in pld-1972, we devoted maat of our rescurces to ite malnt.asnce

a8 &4 gathering place for new arrivals ~nd those in need of counaalling, food or a
mporary place to stay, Although ths Sixth Street Centor ie now closed, we continue

to sonduct a small Sunday morming servioe in the avea at the rearty S.I.H, Centar.

-
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at our Llrzh Farsosage next-door to the Tire-stricken sanctuary, y
The response to this latest fire g expecially ae It relates to our lsmediate neods,
feo indeed been heartwsralag., Messages of aympathy, concern and exprosalons of
unity together with offers of asaiat:ace have been recaived from 1ndividusls and
Eroupa; both “gay® amd “stralght", from througheut the country, It ia in TERpOn S8
to theas genercus offers and gestures of suppsrt that the nesd for thia letter first

became spparent, It 1s alse for those same reascns that I hawe briefly recounted cur

burch history, its past activitise apd would 1ike to now share with you some of our

plans and hopee for the present and future,

ol



Fage Two
Letter to Members and Friands

Our Church Bsard of Directors and mesbers of the community have been meeting together
to declde how beat to use the many offers of support we have recalyved, for ths bene-
fit of all sur slsters and brothers. The single most important understanding reachsd
during these seetings has been the recognition that we must, first and foremcat,
acquire & permanent home! It has boen suggested that we atteapt to acquire s struc-
ture capable of meoting the needs not only of our church, but those of a multltude

of cther “"gay™ local and naticnal groups, as well, Proposals of space for a "Gay™
Hational Libeary Wing, Headguarters for varlous Hational activities and office

apaces for lesser kmown local groups are amcng the sultitude of suggestions which have
besn put farth at this timo.

Unfurtmta.‘ly, at is often the case; the needs appear to e greater than the avallable
financlal ressurees, In addition, real estate values in San Francisco sre among the
highest of any city in the country. A $50,000 structure in another area could easily
axotad several millions in wvalue if located here.

It is believed that we should immedlately inaugurate an extensive bullding-fund drive
to ralse the ressurces needed to uire a sultable structure. C(ur indtiml fumd-
ralsing goal for the next twelve (12) monthe has been set at $100,000, We hope to
ralae at least 308 of this goal from within our imsediate area, & suggesation that
Hﬂd:mmt a Hatisnal Caspalgn for the balance ia & possibBility pressntly undey con-
aideration,

Az has previcusly been anncunced, a co-ordinating group has been formed to develop
the fund-raising program., Our these for the campalign is "The Year of The Phoenlx™

and the slogan is from the &lst chapter of Isalah, "to give unto them beauty for
ashos", HMany fund-ralelng projeste are progressing through warious stages of planning
and are briefly sutlined below,

(1} Sherlff Richard Honglisto, State Senator Milton Marka and Supervisor John Molinari
are planning a speclal fund-raising activity during the month of October. Thelr
Froject will be a "stralght-oriented™ comeunity effort designed to appeal to donors
putalde of the local "gay" community.,

(2) Under the direction of Tawvern Gulld President, Bob Rosa, a aerles of fund-ralsing
prn_'iuctt 1.: bn!i.n.p_: plmnﬂd at several of thlr commmity bara. The first of thess efforts
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by Prapident Bosa and Ris staff

(3) Several prosinent theatrical perssnalities within cur comsunlty are plannlng a
serles of special fund-ralsing productions, Mr, J.J. Yan Dyke, Mz, H.L. Pexrzy and
Kr. James Thomason-Bergner will sach be directing a special production during the
naxt few months, HKe, Thomason-Bergner has appnounced that his group's productlion wlld
b a "etar-studded special” emtitled "Costumes, by Pat Campanc” to be perfoowed on A .
Sluﬂn.y afternoon during the early part of Decesber. Detalls of the other productions
will be releassd as soon as arrangemenis are completed,



Fage Three
letter to Heabers and Freinds

(%) Our Church's Assistant Fastor, Austin Amerine, has agreed to take charge of the
Tund-ralising of forts anong our swn nesbership, On October 14, 1973, at our regular
Sunday services, a special fund-raising appenl will Be made on behalf of the bullding
fund program. We hope to hawve many local dignitaries gnd comaunity personalities
Fresont together with a majority of sur congregatlon for this very important occasionm.
Flease mark your calendar and urge all your friends to attend, ]

{5] Hany other prominent members of s copmunlty have offered thelir endorsemnsnis
of our fund-raising program. They have alss offered their asalstance and have each
agreed to serve as Honorary Co-Chalrperssns of the Fund-Eaising Compalign, The nanes
of our Henorary Co-Chairpersons are as Tollows:

Hon. Jo Daly, Member, C.A.T.¥. Task Force

Br. Frank Fitch, Past-President, 5.1.8.

Hr, Jim Foster, Executive DMrector, Whitman-Radeliff Foundation

Hs, Madeline Isaacson and Me, Sandy Schuster, "Leshian Fami1y"

HRM Marcus Mamulis, Empercr I of San Franclsco

HEH Jose Sarria, Bapress I de San Franclses

Kate and Scotty of "Spolt's Pitv

(6] A volunteer etaff has been appointed to coordinate the fund-raising setivities,
Bxssutive Coordinator of the progras is your Fastor, Jaees Sandaire, and working
directly with him as sur Campalgn Seeretary will be Bond Shands, A Public Relations
Suppert Group and a complement of sixtesn (16) volunteers from the Chureh cospletes
the organizational staff.

In the pear future we will be publicizing exact dates far specific events, Also,
¥ou may contact the Church Office at 2B5-0992 or the Cappaign Secretary, Bond
Shands, at [63-1942, for additisnal information. He still need additional
velunteers to asslst in this campaign, If you are interested, please contact Bomd
after services or by telephone,

Binceraly Yours,

Y s

JAMES SANDHIRE
Pastar
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